Chapter 2 - Existing Parks and Recreation Systems
Regional, Community, Neighborhood, Special Use, Pathway

Existing Parks and Recreation Systems
Background. As noted in the previous section, the starting point for developing the plan is the
existing network of facilities. In the material below, the existing parks and pathways are
inventoried and described. Along with the inventory, a summary of issues is included that
identifies potential gaps or changes that may be addressed by plans and policies that follow.
Following the facilities inventory, the second half of this chapter consists of an analysis of
existing park locations and the “coverage” of park proximity to the City’s neighborhoods. This
section helps suggest any future park locations for both existing and future residents.
Finally, the chapter concludes with a description of the process employed during this project to
gather public input. One of the major efforts made was an online survey, for which a summary
of responses and major themes is discussed. When taken together with the inventory, the public
input helps create a complete picture of the existing parks and pathways, and how the system is
used and perceived by the community.
In summary, the analysis shows extensive coverage of the community under the existing parks
network, and high degree of satisfaction with the existing parks. Along with these positive
aspects, there are few primary issues. These are:





A general lack of connectivity between various park locations, or between existing
neighborhoods and desired destinations in or near the City;
Underutilization of the Mississippi River and other water resources;
Conflicts with schedule an inadequate number of active sports and athletic fields; and
Lack of continuity on the pathway system, limiting pathway use and choice.

Inventory and Classification. The Monticello Parks and Pathways System consists of five layers
of facility types. These types are described below, with a mapped inventory of each existing
park in this class. The mapped inventory of the higher classification facilities is superimposed
on an aerial photograph of the park, and each entry includes a written inventory of park elements,
where practical.
The five classes are:
(1) Regional Parks
(2) Community Parks
(3) Neighborhood Parks
(4) Pathways
(5) Special Use Facilities.
With the list of facilities in each class, a summary of issues is included.
A map of the entire existing system is provided on the following page.
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Regional Parks
The largest parks fall into a classification labeled in this Plan as Regional Parks and Recreation
Facilities. These parks are those that attract users from a wide area beyond Monticello’s
boundaries. Regional facilities commonly are larger in size, and/or have specific elements not
found in more localized parks.
Regional Parks in Monticello include the developing Bertram Lakes Regional Park (a joint
venture between the City of Monticello and Wright County), and Montissippi Park (a Wright
County Park). The Monticello Community Center also serves, in many ways, as a regional park
facility, in both its scope of service area and its unique recreation elements. The Community
Center is included in this section due to its role in the City’s recreation system.
A map showing locations of the Regional Park Facilities in Monticello is displayed below.

Regional Park Facilities Location Map
Figure 2-1
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Regional Parks are often operated by higher levels of government, such as counties,
metropolitan-wide organizations, or park districts. Montissippi Park is an example of this
operational model. However, Bertram Chain of Lakes is a unique regional facility in that
Monticello and Wright County will share in the operation of the park, with each jurisdiction
operating a specific set of park elements.
Although a locally developed facility, the Monticello Community Center (MCC) also extends its
reach as a regional recreation facility, due primarily to the fact that such facilities are relatively
rare in the region. As such, the MCC attracts regular users from many areas of northern Wright
County and southern Sherburne County.
In addition to these regional facilities, Lake Maria State Park is located six miles west of
Monticello. This park is a 1,580 acre property just north of County Highway 39, almost all of
which is preserved as natural open space. The primary access to this park is marked from I-94
through the community. Monticello would also be the primary provider of commercial services
to those visiting this State of Minnesota facility. Information regarding Lake Maria can be found
at www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/lake_maria/index.html.
Bertram Chain of Lakes.
Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park
Source: WSB 2008 Aerial Photograph

Figure 2-2

Park
Name
Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park

Location

Acreage

Amenities

(As of 06/2011)

90th Street NE

1,200 acres
(370 accity/county owned)







Canoe Launch
Hiking Paths
Natural Area
Parking
Scenic View
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Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park is a developing facility of what will eventually be
approximately 1,200 acres of natural woodlands, wetlands, and prairie, combined with a series of
improved active park spaces. The property also includes nearly 100 acres of farmland. Bertram
is being acquired and developed jointly by the City of Monticello and Wright County from the
Greater Minneapolis YMCA, which has used much of the area as a day camp for more than 50
years.
The property is currently outside of the boundaries of the City in Monticello Township, although
much of the park area lies within the City’s Orderly Annexation Area. The park area includes a
chain of four lakes, including Bertram, Long, Mud, and First Lakes, which also serve as the
source of Otter Creek, flowing to the Mississippi River through developed portions of the City.
Plans for the Regional Park are evolving, but are expected to include a full range of active and
passive elements. A system of pathways will connect all sections of the park property, and the
most active elements are expected to be located toward the north, centering on the site of the day
camp areas. These areas include a swimming beach at the north end of Bertram Lake, and a
number of other informal camp structures. The City is also considering inclusion of a fieldsports complex on the land which is currently been farmed. More detail regarding the long-range
development of the park is provided in the System Plan section of this document, Chapter 4.
To date, the City and County have acquired about one-third of the total acreage, and are in the
process of working through the park design options for the property as a whole.
As a part of the city’s parks system survey, Bertram Lakes received broad support from
respondents, and was the single most commonly visited park location in terms of the number of
different visitors. Also of note, many respondents identified Bertram as a potential location for
proposed improvements and new elements to be added to the park system, indicating that
Bertram’s more remote location was not seen as a negative factor in the location of new
facilities.
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Montissippi County Park.
Montissippi County Park
Source: WSB 2008 Aerial Photograph

Figure 2-3

Park Name
Montissippi County Park

Location
2801 Broadway W

Acreage
170 acres

Amenities
 Picnic Facilities
 Rest Room Facilities
 Playground Equipment
 Fishing Pier
 Paved Hiking Paths
 Boat Launch
 Pathway Connection
 Canoe Campsite
 Model Airplane Airfield

Montissippi County Park is a 170 acre county park facility wholly within the boundaries of the
City of Monticello. The Park has several hundred feet of frontage on the Mississippi River,
including a boat launch and picnic grounds, and provides a wide variety of passive recreational
activities, including two miles of hiking and skiing pathways.
Montissippi is a heavily used park by Monticello residents, based on comments in the parks
survey. Resident responses indicated a number of desired improvements and additions to the
park, which have been forwarded to County parks staff. For the City, the primary comments
related to access to this park, including better pedestrian and bike access from the “Broadway”
Pathway which runs along the south side of County Highway 75.
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Monticello Community Center.
Monticello Community Center
Source: Wright County Beacon 2008 Aerial Photograph

Figure 2-4

Park Name
Monticello Community
Center

Location
505 Walnut Street

Acreage
4 acres

Amenities
 Friendship Island
 Community Garden
 Leagues
 Indoor Play Area
 Indoor Ice Arena (at
Middle School)
 Drop In Childcare
 Basketball Court
 Climbing Wall










Community Room
Concessions
Fitness Center
Indoor Pool &
Waterslide
Parking
Restrooms
Volleyball Court
Walking Track

A major provider of recreation facilities in the City, the Monticello Community Center is
situated on approximately four acres of property in downtown Monticello. The building includes
an indoor pool and water park, fitness equipment, climbing wall, a gymnasium and indoor
walking track. Other community uses also occupy in the building, including the Army National
Guard, Senior Center, community and meeting rooms, and the Monticello City Hall offices and
Council Chambers.
The Community Center received significant support and attention from the parks system survey
respondents. The MCC comments were indicative of much of the survey with a large focus on
water-oriented recreation, including a solid majority who encouraged expansion of pool and
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water-park style facilities, whether indoor or outdoor. Another aspect of this showed us a
support for a “splash pad” facility. Respondents to the survey who don’t use the MCC facilities
cited crowded conditions (including pool, gym, walking track, and fitness areas) as one of the
primary factors, supporting the idea that some expansion would increase facility use.

Summary of Regional Parks Issues
As noted above, whereas Regional Parks are often provided or operated by higher governmental
units, Monticello has a large number of such facilities, including two (the MCC and Bertram
Lakes) that are under full or partial local management.
For the MCC itself, the issues relate primarily to limited space to respond to requests for
expansion or additional elements. A number of survey respondents indicated concerns related to
the popularity of the provided activities. They noted conflicts with crowded conditions,
particularly during times of peak use, as reasons for not utilizing the facility.
Also at issue for the MCC will be how it will continue to fit into the fabric of a changing
downtown Monticello. At the time of its development, the MCC was seen as an anchor to
planning for a revitalized, but more traditional, downtown environment. While still an anchor,
the City’s downtown planning efforts (still in progress at the time of this project) envision a more
sweeping redevelopment of the downtown area. As such, pedestrian or bicycle connections to
the MCC will likely become a more important planning issue for the community.
For Bertram Chain of Lakes, the City has committed a significant portion of its parks budget to
the acquisition and development of this facility. Because it is at the edge of the community’s
growth boundary, the predominant issue will be how Bertram can absorb most of the park
development and still provide effective levels of recreation services to Monticello residents. Part
of this will need to be addressed through access, both vehicular and non-vehicular, and part will
be an issue for park design – ensuring that Bertram’s role as a provider of both “neighborhood”
and “community” park services is built into the layout of the park itself.
A related issue for Bertram Lakes will be its role in providing athletic facilities in the
community. Often considered to be a function of community parks, Bertram Lakes is
programmed, at least preliminarily, to fill this role as well. While this approach raises issues of
access and proximity, an advantage that can present itself is that the concentration of athletic
fields can help facilitate and attract tournament play, a major source of funding for local athletic
associations, and often, an opportunity to leverage economic development benefits from the park
system.
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Community Parks
Whereas regional parks serve a population that typically extends well beyond the boundaries of
the City, at the Community Park level, the size and park elements serve a community-wide
population, very often because of specific aspects of the park itself. Ball field complexes are one
common example of these parks.
Community Parks also are characterized by one-of-a-kind elements and will commonly include
parking areas to permit their use by members of the community that do not live near enough to
walk or bike. These facilities often serve a dual role in that they will also play the role of
neighborhood park to those living or working nearby.
In Monticello, nine existing parks have a community-wide role. The first six are the most
common examples of Community Parks, and include Ellison, East Bridge, West Bridge,
Xcel/City Athletic Fields, Freeway Fields, Groveland Park, and Pioneer (Lions) Park. These
parks include community facilities such as ball fields, reservable picnic shelters, and in a few
cases, access to the Mississippi River.
The line separating a park’s definition as community or neighborhood can be a narrow one, and
the role of a particular park may change over time as its facilities change, or as the neighborhood
in which it is located changes in demographic makeup, even (for some parks) the season of the
year. As such, these definitions should be taken with some measure of flexibility.
Three other parks, although smaller than typical for this class, also play a Community Park role
due to their unique elements: Swan (Mississippi) Park, with an extensive and popular location
for viewing the area’s large Trumpeter Swan population; River Mill Park, primarily due to the
popularity of its winter sliding hill; and Otter Creek Park, an intersection of Otter Creek and oak
savanna/native prairie which serves as a shaded rest area along the City’s Broadway Street
Pathway near its current western terminus.
A map of the Community Parks in Monticello is displayed on the next page.
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Community Park Facilities Location Map
Figure 2-5
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City/Xcel Athletic Fields.
City/Xcel Athletic Fields
Source: WSB 2008 Aerial Photograph

Figure 2-6

Park Name
City/Xcel Athletic Fields

Location
2171 River Street W

Acreage
14 acres

Amenities
 Baseball Fields
 Softball Fields
 Bleachers
 Concessions
 Parking
 Picnic Area
 Permanent Restrooms
 Shelter
 Pathway Connection

The City/Xcel Athletic Fields are the primary location for softball and youth baseball
competition fields in the community, with fenced, lighted fields and other amenities supporting
this specific use. The property is provided to the City for this use by Xcel Energy, and as such,
is operated, but not owned by Monticello. The City’s permission to use this facility is subject to
Xcel’s needs, and as such, can be terminated with limited notice.
Because the fields are fenced for competition, they do not lend themselves to multiple use for
other field sports such as soccer or lacrosse.
The City/Xcel Athletic Fields are about one-third of a mile from the Broadway Pathway along
River Street. In addition, a new crossing of the Burlington Northern Railway is being considered
that would provide more direct access between this area and Montissippi Park.
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East Bridge and West Bridge Park.
East Bridge Park
Source: Wright County Beacon 2008 Aerial Photograph

Figure 2-7

Park Name
East Bridge Park

Location
119 River Street E

Acreage
2.5 acres
(Does not
include
islands)

Amenities
 Pathway
Connection
 Arboretum
 Community Room
 Gardens
 Gazebo







Mississippi River
View
Natural Area
Parking
Scenic View
Sliding Hill

The islands within East Bridge Park are Department of Natural Resources property
East and West Bridge Parks are perhaps the most visible parks in the community, flanking the
Trunk Highway 25 bridge that spans the Mississippi River at the north edge of the community’s
downtown area. Both parks provide a variety of facilities, but despite their proximity, have
significantly different environments.
East Bridge is more passive in setting and use, with the exception of its extensive use as a sliding
hill during the winter season. Apart from this, the park is used for its views and its gardens.
West Bridge Park has a much more active nature, including a playground facility, reservable
shelter, and more direct access to the riverbank, including a fishing pier. An underpass connects
the two parks under the highway bridge at the river. This pathway provides an excellent
Monticello Parks and Pathways System Plan
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opportunity for connection and access, as well as providing views of the Mississippi River and
potentially, access to the islands in the river adjacent to East Bridge Park.
West Bridge Park
Source: Wright County Beacon 2008 Aerial Photograph

Figure 2-8

Park Name
West Bridge Park

Location
107 River Street W

Acreage
3 acres

Amenities
 Basketball Ball
Court
 Canoe Launch
 Community
Room
 Fishing Pier
 Ice Skating
 Mississippi River
View
 Natural Area
 Shelter










Parking
Picnic Area
Picnic Shelter
Picnic Tables
Playground
Permanent
Restrooms
Rollerblading
Scenic
ViewPathway
Connection

Both East and West Bridge Parks abut the river, and provide direct access to any river pathway
that may develop over time. West Bridge itself provides raft, kayak, and canoe access to the
water. Both parks are within one block of the Broadway Pathway, and provide connection to
Walnut Street, programmed as the primary downtown retailing street.
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Ellison Park.
Ellison Park
Source: WSB 2008 Aerial Photograph

Figure 2-9

Park Name
Ellison Park

Location
811 River Street E

Acreage
4.2 acres

Amenities
 Pathway Connection
 Barbecues
 Boat Launch
 Canoe Launch
 Community Room
 Fishing Pier
 Gazebo
 Handicapped Accessible
Play Area
 Log Shelter
 Mississippi River View
 Veteran’s Memorial












Natural Area
Open Space
Parking
Picnic Area
Picnic Tables
Playground
Permanent Restrooms
Scenic View
Shelter
Trumpeter Swan
Viewing

Ellison Park serves as one of the City’s most important community facilities due to its riverfront
location and (sometimes barely) enough room to support community-wide events. Ellison Park
provides the City’s primary point of contact with the Mississippi River through its boat launch,
fishing pier, and visual proximity. It is also a major pathway location terminus from both the
west and a sidewalk access from Broadway through the New River Hospital parking lot. Ellison
Park is located one block north of the Broadway Pathway.
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Freeway Fields.
Freeway Fields
Source: Wright County Beacon 2008 Aerial Photograph

Figure 2-10

Park Name
Freeway Fields

Location
2331 Meadow Oak Avenue

Acreage
8 acres

Amenities
 Multiple Use Fields
 Parking
 Picnic Area
 Portable Restroom
 Rollerblading
 Soccer Field
 Pathway Connection

Freeway Fields is an athletic facility consisting of two fields suitable for multiple uses, and one
regulation soccer field. Proximity to Meadow Oak Avenue raises some issues for soccer use.
The facility has a parking lot of approximately 50 spaces. The site is tightly developed with the
existing fields and has no room for further expansion of additional elements at this time. Due to

a general shortage of athletic field space in the community, Freeway Fields is heavily used. The
Broadway Pathway is directly accessible from this facility at the east end of the park.
In addition, the County 18/Fenning Avenue Pathway is accessible to west, approximately 0.3
miles away.
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Groveland Park.
Groveland Park
Source: Wright County Beacon 2008 Aerial Photography

Figure 2-11

Park Name
Groveland Park

Location
9940 Innsbrook Drive

Acreage
5.2 acres

Amenities
 Open Multi-use Field
 Basketball Court
 Natural Area
 Picnic Area
 Playground
 Portable Restrooms
 Shelter
 Volleyball Court
 Parking Area

Groveland Park was developed as a facility primarily to serve the Groveland neighborhood, but
due to its location and size, has grown into a role as a Community Park. The site has a number
of improvements that appeal to a wider range of users, including a parking area that serves
visitors from beyond the neighborhood. One of its primary attractions is its large undefined open
field area that can be used for an unlimited number of organized athletics or unstructured play.

Groveland Park is approximately 0.4 miles from a pathway along Chelsea Road, and threequarters of a mile from the pathway along Highway 25.
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Otter Creek Park.
Otter Creek Park
Source: Wright County Beacon 2008 Aerial Photograph

Figure 2-14

Park Name
Otter Creek Park

Location
1350 Broadway W

Acreage
0.8 acres+

Amenities
 Gazebo
 Pathway Connection
 Creek Side View
 Natural Area
 Picnic Area
 Scenic View

Otter Creek Park is a specialty park that has been placed in the community park classification
due to its location along the Broadway Path, a heavily travelled pathway that spans much of the
breadth of the community from near Montissippi County Park on the west to the Meadow Oak
neighborhood on the east.
Where the pathway crosses Otter Creek, a wayside with a gazebo and picnic area has been
provided, and is one of the most picturesque locations on the Broadway Path. The property itself
is City parkland and shared use area between the County Highway Department and the
Burlington Northern Railway. From the west boundary of Otter Creek, the path winds through a
stand of oaks, and then through a prairie restoration area with remnants of pristine tall-grass
prairie on the route.
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Pioneer (Lions) Park.
Pioneer Park (Lion’s Park)
Source: Wright County Beacon 2008 Aerial Photograph

Figure 2-13

Park Name
Pioneer Park
(Lion’s Park)

Location
5010 Fallon Avenue

Acreage
16.3 acres

Amenities
 Community Room
 Concessions
 Kitchen Facilities
 Natural Area
 Parking
 Picnic Area
 Playground







Permanent
Restrooms
Portable
Restrooms
Shelter
Pathway
Connection
Volleyball Court

Pioneer Park is one of the most heavily visited parks south of the freeway. It is located on a
parcel with a remnant stand of open mature oak trees, and a large wetland on the south half of the
property. The property is also near the Monticello Schools campus (northeast of the park). The
School Boulevard Pathway provides access to the property, as does Fallon Avenue. With the
planned construction of an overpass for Fallon Avenue over I-94, Fallon is likely to become a
much more heavily travelled roadway, leading to an expectation that Pioneer Park will continue
to see an increase in use over time. The City holds its “Movies in the Park” events at Pioneer
Park during the summer.
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River Mill Park.
River Mill Park
Source: Wright County Beacon 2008 Aerial Photograph

Figure 2-14

Park Name
River Mill Park

Location
6332 River Mill Drive

Acreage
7 acres

Amenities
 Baseball Field
 Basketball Court
 Lighted Sliding Hill
 Natural Area
 Picnic Area
 Playground
 Restrooms
 Shelter
 Pathway Connection
 Volleyball Court

River Mill Park has been classified as a community park for one reason – its lighting sliding hill.
The sliding hill is the primary such location in the community during the winter months. Apart
from winter visits, River Mill functions as a neighborhood park with elements common to most,
and access to the neighborhood via River Mill Drive and a pathway extension to Mill Trail.
River Mill abuts the Broadway Path on its south border, and as such, has good connectivity to
the rest of the City’s existing parks and pathways.
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Swan Park.
Swan Park
Source: 2008 Beacon Aerial Photography

Figure 2-15

Park Name
Mississippi Drive (Swan
Park)

Location
121 Mississippi Drive E

Acreage
0.9 acres

Amenities
 Pathway Connection
 Mississippi River View
 Natural Area
 Parking
 Picnic Area
 Scenic View

Swan Park (originally known as “Mississippi Drive Park”) is a specialty facility that meets very
few of the common community park criteria, with the noted exception that it serves a large
tourism role for visitors viewing the trumpeter swans on the Mississippi River. The park is
served by a parking area along Mississippi Drive. Otherwise, this park will continue to maintain
limited park facilities beyond those already in place. Adjoining the south bank of the Mississippi
River, the park is approximately one quarter mile to County 39 and a major County trail, and an
addition 0.3 miles to the City’s Broadway Pathway.
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Summary of Community Park Issues
Overall, community park space in Monticello is underdeveloped due to the small spaces devoted
to community park use. The largest in gross area is Pioneer Park, however, much of that
property is covered by wetland or other site constraints. The Xcel/City ball fields provides four
baseball and softball fields, however, the facility is on land provided by Xcel Energy. While no
indication has been given that this use is in jeopardy, there is a potential issue of space
availability if this property had to be abandoned as athletic facility space.
Freeway Fields is the only other park with more than a single ball field. The Monticello School
District owns and manages all of the remaining concentration of athletic field space. In
discussions with school district staff and sports association volunteers, there is a shortage of field
space, particularly for soccer and baseball. While there are some efficiencies in sharing school
district facilities with the City or private groups, the schools, naturally, claim priority on their
fields during their season, leaving other groups with difficult scheduling, especially during fall
and spring when daylight is short.
One of the potential solutions to this issue may present itself with the City’s acquisition of the
Bertram Chain of Lakes property, a portion of which includes previously farmed land that would
be suitable for athletic field development. The City is exploring this option as a part of the
Bertram Lakes Advisory Council work. The Council has established a subcommittee to work
specifically on the potential for an athletic complex, with information and resources provided by
local school districts and athletic association groups. At the time of preparation of this Plan,
planning work has risen to a conceptual level, however, those considerations have not been
finalized. More detail as to the present status of this effort is included in the Plan section of this
document (Chapter 4).
The tightness of facilities on undersized community park sites has tended to eliminate natural
areas as a component of the City’s park inventory. Even in areas adjacent to significant natural
resources, such as the riverfront, very little natural space is available for use.
Many of the respondents to the City’s parks survey (see later discussion) expressed an interest in
more natural open space experiences in the City’s park system. This interest is reflected in a
desire for more natural views, more open space and less crowding on park sites, and wildlife
viewing.
The preservation of natural open space requires a commitment to acquiring adequate property so
active recreation does not crowd out the natural space areas. Community parks will often serve
this role, in addition to providing more locally-oriented facilities for the immediate
neighborhood.
So, for community park acquisition and development, it will be important to identify spaces of
adequate acreage to meet the needs of park users, and which provide a combination of active
recreation and passive open space, including space to provide reasonable buffering between the
two.
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Neighborhood Parks are those which are located and equipped to serve specific local
populations, most commonly neighborhoods within a one-half mile walking distance from the
park. This distance is often considered the outside distance that residents will be willing to walk
with small children for park visits.
Monticello has eighteen parks that serve this neighborhood role exclusively. In addition to these,
regional and community parks commonly serve as neighborhood level facilities when they are in
close proximity to residential areas. This is definitely the case for most of Monticello’s
community park facilities.
In the table below, a summary of the City’s Neighborhood Parks is provided, with general
location and a list of amenities current at the time of the preparation of this Plan. It is common
that amenities will change over time as the Parks Commission and City staff evaluates and
updates equipment commensurate with changing neighborhood demographics.

Neighborhood Parks Inventory
Figure 2-16
Park Name
Balboul Park
Battle Rapids Park

Location
Hedman Lane
County Rd 39 & Gillard Avenue
NE

Cardinal Hills Park
Cardinal Hills Tot Lot

School Boulevard & Martin
Drive
Mockingbird Lane

Country Club Park

Fairway Drive

Fallon Park

Fourth Street Park

Fallon Avenue &
7th Street E.
Ebersole Avenue & 87th Street
NE
405 Ramsey Street

Park Name
Hillcrest Park

Location
River Street W & Broadway

Featherstone Park







Amenities
Natural Area
Scenic View
Mississippi River Frontage
Natural Area
Picnic Area










Picnic Area
Playground
Shelter
Baseball Field
Picnic Area
Playground
Volleyball Court
Natural Area
Undeveloped












Baseball Field
Basketball Court
Hockey
Ice Skating
Parking
Picnic Area
Playground
Restrooms
Shelter
Amenities
Baseball Field
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Hunters Crossing
Meadow Oak Park

Fallon Avenue NE & 85th Street
NE
Meadow Oak Drive

Par West Park

Prairie Road & Kevin Longley
Drive

Parkside Park

Oakridge Drive

Prairie West Park
Rolling Woods Park

NA
Bakken Street & Deer Street

Sunset Ponds Park

Goodrich Drive & 94th Street NE

Water Tower City View

County Hwy 18 & Fenning
Avenue

Wildwoods

Wildwood Way






Parking
Picnic Area
Playground
Natural Area – currently undeveloped


































Basketball Court
Natural Area
Picnic Area
Playground
Waterslide
Basketball Court
Disc Golf
Natural Area
Parking
Picnic Area
Playground
Flower Park
Gazebo
Natural Area
Open Space
Parking
Playground
Basketball Court
Natural Area
Picnic Area
Playground
Natural Area
Parking
Picnic Area
Playground
Soccer Field
City Overlook
Natural Area
Parking
Picnic Area
Scenic View
Natural Area

Summary of Neighborhood Park Issues
The primary concern for Neighborhood Parks in a System Plan is to ensure that there is adequate
coverage, providing reasonable proximity to residential areas.
The existing park coverage map, provided on the next page, gives a view of the coverage area for
neighborhood park locations, including a few of the community parks that provide neighborhood
service levels. This map utilizes a one-half mile radius around each park location as a tool to
help understand where there might be gaps in access to park facilities.
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Very few locations show more than one-half mile distance to an existing park location, and some
of those areas have nearby access to school facilities and/or the future Bertram Chain of Lakes
parkland.
For some parks, coverage area is less than shown due to access barriers such as the freeway and
railroad. However, alterations to coverage are not likely to be affected much since in most cases,
these areas overlap with coverage from other park sites.
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The fourth element of the City’s parks system is its pathways. Pathways fill two roles, both as
alternative transportation mode, and increasingly, as recreation facilities themselves.
The City has developed, over time, an extensive system of pathways and other pedestrian/bicycle
routes throughout the community. In the early development of Monticello, sidewalks were
commonly constructed along most City streets – this is the typical condition in the original
platted areas of the City around the downtown area. Eventually, the requirement for sidewalks
ended, and for several years through the 1950s to the 1990s, new neighborhoods were
constructed without separate pedestrian or bicycle routes, other than on-street options.
In the 1990s, the residents began to raise concerns over the lack of safe pedestrian routes, and the
City initiated two efforts – one being a requirement for sidewalks in new residential
development, and the second being a
program of pathway development.
Beginning most prominently with the
Broadway Pathway, an off-street
pedestrian and bicycle system was
begun. The initial projects in this
regard follow major street routing, with
the general objective being the
connection of the City’s major
recreation and educational facilities.
When built as sidewalks, the most
common construction method requires
a five or six foot wide path, typically
with a concrete surface. Where there is
adequate right of way, the sidewalk is
built with an area of planted boulevard
space between the street and the
sidewalk. In most cases, it is
considered the property owner’s
responsibility to maintain the sidewalk
as if it were a private improvement,
although it is on public right of way.
When constructed as a grade-separated pathway, the most common method requires an eight or
ten foot wide path, typically with an asphalt/bituminous surface. As with sidewalks, it is
common to separate the path from the road with a planted boulevard when space permits. In
some cases, on-road designations for pathways have been given where off-street pathways are
not practical.
As the City grew, the decision as to whether a particular pathway should be constructed as local
sidewalk or pathway became less clear. As a result, there are a number of areas where pathways
are incomplete, or where they change construction style. These inconsistencies can lead to safety
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concerns as pedestrian traffic is forced onto the street, or as bicycle and pedestrian traffic
suddenly are confronted with sharing narrower paths. Maintenance can also be confusing when
the status of the pathway changes between wide and narrow, asphalt and concrete.
The map at the beginning of this Chapter on page 2-2 shows the existing Parks and Pathways.
The Pathways themselves are differentiated graphically between sidewalk and pathway
construction.

Summary of Pathway Issues
As noted above, there is a need to move toward greater continuity in the pathway system, with
the goal of resolving differences in construction style, maintenance responsibilities, and to help
with individual navigation on the system.
A second issue is routing and destinations. The pathway system functions primarily as an
alternative transportation system at the current time, following roadways almost exclusively. As
a result, the environment for many pathways is compromised as being highly exposed to sun and
wind, and often a relatively barren landscape due to the need to meet engineering standards for
the adjacent roadways.
Finding alternative routing for future pathways would enhance the recreational value of the
pathway system, with the objective being that the pathway finds a route to an important
destination, doing so with sensitivity to the environment favored by pathway users, rather than
automobiles.
Finally, the pathway system suffers from a lack of organization, related to the continuity issue
raised previously. Improving organization will allow users of the system to navigate more
easily, similar to the way in which drivers progress from local street to collector street to arterial
roadway as they make their trips. A more organized hierarchy of pathways will resolve a
number of functional issues for future pathway development and use.
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Special Use Facilities are those local recreational facilities that complement the public system,
but which are not provided, operated or managed by the City. In most cases, special use
facilities are provided for a purpose that is specific to a certain population or interest group, or
are privately provided to the general public as a business venture.
The Monticello area is home to a number of such facilities that include private golf, bowling, and
fitness providers, and the Monticello School District as a public provider of athletic facilities for
its own use, but which are often available to the general public when not needed by the school.
The following listing summarizes the special use facilities in the Monticello area at the current
time:
 Monticello Schools – Monticello High School/Little Mountain Elementary School/
Eastview School campus. This combined campus is home to a concentration of court
sports, competition and practice athletic fields, and other outdoor play.
 Monticello Schools – Monticello Middle School. This facility includes outdoor court and
athletic fields, including a lighted stadium used for fall and spring sports.
 Monticello Schools – Pinewood Elementary School. This facility includes outdoor
athletic fields, and until recently, a large playground facility. Replacement of the “Magic
Kingdom” playground has been discussed by community groups.
 Gold’s Gym. This is a private fitness facility providing swimming, racquetball, and
fitness equipment.
 Anytime Fitness. This is a private fitness facility providing fitness machines.
 Monticello Country Club. This is an 18-hole privately owned daily fee golf course that is
open to public play, including a driving range.
 River City Extreme. This is a private entertainment facility that provides bowling and
outdoor volleyball leagues.
 Hawk’s Sports Bar and Grill. This bar/restaurant provides outdoor volleyball leagues.
 Monticello Sportsmen’s Club. In Monticello Township south of the City, this facility
provides target firearms shooting ranges, trap shooting leagues, and an archery range.
 Monticello Rod & Gun Club. This facility provides firearms shooting ranges and trap
shooting leagues.
 Silver Springs. This property is west of the City limits, and is has been closed for some
time. It is comprised of two 18 hole golf courses (no longer maintained), a conference
center, and support buildings.
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Park Survey and Public Process
As a part of the planning process, the City conducted an online survey for voluntary respondents,
asking for impressions of the City’s existing parks system, what kinds of improvements were
most of interest, and how the City should prioritize parks and pathway development. A copy of
the survey is included in the appendix. From the survey, three dominant themes emerged.
(1)

Emphasize the growth and extension of pathway planning and development. In a
number of questions, pathway development consistently ranked as the single most
commonly supported objective, often receiving support from more than three quarters
of respondents, and finishing first in the priority listing.

(2)

Improve access to, and development of, water-oriented facilities. This cluster of
responses reflected a wide variety of water experiences, both natural and man-made.
Included under this umbrella were interest in expanding access and use of the
Mississippi River, and the development of water-park or splash-pad types of facilities,
among other related responses.

(3)

Increase access to natural open space experiences. When exploring the types of
recreation opportunities most often requested, the respondents identified strong support
for access to natural areas. Some of this interest crossed over into other areas,
including access to water (Mississippi River and the Bertram Chain of Lakes, etc.), or
pathway development preferences.

The survey respondents were uniformly complimentary of the Monticello’s park system as it
exists, with certain issues raised over the supply of athletic fields, and occasionally, issues raised
over the lack of facilities or pathway links.
The survey asked a series of questions with regard to the Monticello Community Center. A
strong majority of respondents used the MCC regularly. For those that did not, two primary
objections were raised. The most prominent one related to crowded conditions and conflicts
between the number or amount of facility space – these responses implied that an expansion of
space would increase usage of the center. The second area of concern related to the cost of use,
either for membership or daily fee usage.
Finally, the Bertram Chain of Lakes project received a significant amount of attention from
respondents. It was the most commonly visited facility among all parks in the community, even
though only a portion of the park is open to public use. When asked to identify and locate their
highest priority addition to the park system, Bertram Lakes was a commonly cited location for
the added element. This held true for a wide variety of park elements, from water park facilities
to athletic fields, to natural spaces. This set of responses indicated a strong support for the City’s
efforts to continue acquisition and development of the Bertram project.
Other input into the planning effort has included a series of discussions with the MCC Board,
coordination with the City’s consultants working on the downtown revitalization planning, city
Monticello Parks and Pathways System Plan
Page 2-30

Chapter 2 - Existing Parks and Recreation Systems
Regional, Community, Neighborhood, Special Use, Pathway
staff members, and a variety of official City boards and commissions, including Planning
Commission, the Monticello Economic and Industrial Development Committee, and regular
guidance from the Monticello Parks Commission and Parks staff. City Council members have
participated in most of the public meetings and have provided input and direction as to existing
conditions, policy, and other aspects of community.
The development of this plan included discussions with the Monticello School District in an
effort to understand School District facilities issues, and how the City and School District might
be able to work together to share and improve facilities.
Input and review was received from the Bertram Chain of Lakes Advisory Council to understand
the opportunities for access to that park. Although design work is taking place under that group,
it has been valuable to understand how access to the park will be gained so it can be coordinated
with other pathway planning begin done with this project. A public open house was held near
the end of the planning period to present the draft findings and direction of the plan proposals,
and to gather feedback and comments before the project was ready for formal public review.
All of the aspects of this process have been important in understanding the resources which the
City has in place, and in formulating its direction for the next several years. That direction
begins with the next section, “Park System Objectives”.
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